„ii  beginner's arabic script 


reading and writing language 


1 
learn to write, step by step 
+ understand the script in different contexts 
+ get a headstart in learning the language 


io be with teach yourself 


beginner's arabic 
script 
john mace 


CONTENTS 


Introduction. 
Reading and writing Arabic. The Arabic alphabet. 
How to use this book 


lalit, f alif madda, c» bà, © tā, bá. i nün, g ya. Stress 
Jlám, p mim, » wow. Doubled letters. shadda. 
Definite article 

+ hamza, » hà, tà marbüta. Feminine forms. sin, „è shin. 
Jå, jzayy, » dàl, 3 dhal, yo sád, 2 dad. 

Dark sounds. Relatives. 

im. C hà. kba. b ta, b và, p 9ayn, p ghayn. Suess, 
Sta, Saat, J kaf. $\ f tanwin, „g alif magsara. 

Fall alphabet. Arabic transcription 

‘Dual, Regular plural. Irregular plural. Figures. 

Participles. Verbal nouns. Abstract nouns. Other written styles. 
New words: Communications 

Basic structures, 1: The Description. Possessive. 

New words: Work. Personal pronouns. 

Basic structures, 2: The Equation. 

New words: Town. Prepositions. Command form. 

New words: Administration. 

Basic structures, 3: The Construct. 

New words: Time and Money. Numbers. Clock. Calendar. 
New words: The Arab World. Map. 

“Test your reading: Signs, Headlines, Small print, Handwriting. 


Key to Tests 
Arabic-English Vocabulary 
English-Arabic Vocabulary 
Index 


Pocket Card Alphabet. Nouns and Adjectives. 
‘Command Form, Participles, Verbal nouns. Figures. 


B 
12 


127 
135 
154 
167 
169 


INTRODUCTION 


Reading and writing Arabic 
Arabic writing seems daunting at first sight, ut it doesn't have to be. 
book attempts to take the mystique out of it. You learn the alphabet 
stages, practising each new letter or combination of letters many times 
moving on to the next; at the same time you fit the letters into 
words and phrases scen everywhere in any Arab environment. 
This book is actual; you leam to read and write today's Arabic. And you 
through practice, from the start 
said, nobody can promise that when you have finished this book 
Il be able to read a newspaper article, or write a report. That requires. 
knowledge of Arabic grammar going beyond our immediate scope. But 
will be able to read and understand important signs and directions - 
better, you will know what sort of words to expect. You will also 
able to read and understand many newspaper headlines, and to write 
ing you can read. 


Arabic language 

ic is a world language. It is the official language, or one of the 
languages, of nineteen countries spread across Saharan Africa 
most of the Middle East. It is also one of the official languages of the 
Nations. Arab culture has a high reputation, and is studied at 
Universities in the western world. 

im Arabic are built on a ‘root’ of three (occasionally four) 
‘which contain the basic idea underlying all the words made 
the root. An example is the root consisting of the three consonants 
b, which has the basic idea of writing. From this root Arabic makes: 
the verb katab ro write 

the noun katib for writer 

"WI maktüb for written or for letter 

kitàba for the action of writing 

JB maktab for office, or the place where one writes 

kitüb for book 

maktaba for library or bookshop, and so on. 
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The words may have bits added on, or may change internally. but you 
still find the three root consonants, all present and always in the same 
order, throughout all the derivatives 

This is of enormous help. It means that if you know one Arabic word of a 
particular root, you can make an intelligent guess at the meaning of a 
previously unknown word showing that root. 

‘Spoken Arabic varies from place to place. It is not normally written 
down (there is not even an agreed way to spell it), and it is never used 
for formal or official writen communication. 

But written Arabic is the same throughout the Arab world. The Cairo 
newspaper al-'ahrám (The Pyramids) is read with ease in Casablanca, at 
the other end of North Africa. This is the Arabic found on all signs, 
notices, advertisements and so on, and it has a standard pronunciation 
This is the form of Arabic which we are about to explore. 


The Arabic alphabet 
First, some essential principles on which the Arabic alphabet is based. 
Refer back here if you are in doubt later: 

"The writing runs from right to left + +. 

There are no capital letters 

Short vowels (the sounds a as in English man. i as in English pin, 
and u as in English pur) are mostly not written; we usually have to 
infer them from the context. 

WM Printed Arabic is originally an imitation of handwriting. Most of 
the letters (called ‘joined letters’) are joined to the letter following 
them in the same word. A few letters (‘disjoined letters’) are never 
joined to the letter following them. 

All this sounds complicated. It is not. Don't attempt to remember it now; 
it will become familiar as you read and write. 


How to use this book 

This is a participative book. You have to do a geat deal of reading and 
writing. You learn, and remember, by doing. 

‘Arm yourself at the outset with a solid exercise book with lined paper. 
Do all your writing in this exercise book. You should also write out your 
vocabulary somewhere permanent, whether in the back of this exercise 


each stage 
which are more difficult 
nly the barest of help, and are mor 


Patterns which are a helpful 
exercises and tests 


Unit 14 
This unit gives you some important geographical vocabulary for the 
‘Arab world, and a map. 

Unit 15 
Go carefully through the general reading test in this unit, checking 
your performance with the key and going back into the book where 
necessary. 

Key to Tests 
This is self-explanatory. 

‘Vocabularies 
‘The preamble to this section explains how to use these. 

Index 
The Index lists alphabetically all the technical topics covered (e.g. 
Construct, Noun, Participle), showing where each is found. 

Pocket Card 
This is found at the end of the book, and its use is explained there. 


unit you will learn 
six common letters, with their pronunciation, 
‘when and how to join these letters 
‘Something about the ‘stress’ of a word, 
‘words which you can read and write, using the six letters. 


Starting this unit, be sure to read the Introduction; the section. 
“The Arabic alphabet’ is important for understanding the terms 


[=] 


and commonest letter of the alphabet is | , called alif. It 


‘at the beginning of a word: any of the short vowel sounds a-, u-, 

i- (like a in English ant, u in English put, and i in English ink, 
tively). 

in the middle of a word, a long vowel sound -4- Imagine 

Pronouncing man, in English, but drawing the vowel out 


at the end of a few words: short -a. 


a so-called 'disjoined" letter, that is, it is never joined to the 
lener. 


On the line of writing, but is tall like a European 1. Write this 
times, starting at the right of the page: -- 


[0E Leni Il si HM Soi eh V Mn] 
dese Spopeys peg: Ac qe 
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2 
| alif madd: 


alif with a stroke over it represents long 4 (see paragraph 1 above) at the 
beginning of the word. This variant of alif is called alif madda. 
Write this letter several times; first the downstroke, then the head:. «- + 


L 


The sounds b, t and th (soft, like th in think; the transcription is 
underlined to show that itis a single sound) are written respectively with 
the letters called bå, tà and thd (see paragraph 1 for the pronunciation of 
4). These letters are all ‘shallow’, i.e. they all rest on the line of writing, 
and are not "tall like alf. 

These are ‘joined’ letters, that is, they are joined to any letter following 
them in the same word. Each letter has two possible forms: the short form 
is used at the beginning or in the middle of a word, and the longer form 
(the ‘full’ form) when the letter stands at the end of the word, or alone. 


You will note that the three letters are identical but for the dots. These are 
an integral part of the letter, just as they are in English i or j. The dows) lie 
over or under the beginning of the short form, and over or under the 
middle of the long form. In all dotted letters the stroke is written first ( — 
right to left), then the dot or dots. 

‘These are the printed and typed forms. In normal handwriting, two dots 
usually become a dash —, and three dots something like a circumflex 
accent ^. Write a line of each letter, first with the dots as in print, then as 
in normal handwriting. 


vat the right: |... cec 

i Lm 4 - 4 D— 
ett Seen Me 
TUR NP wes 

e. 2. =. 3 e E 

] am 4. Lr E b x 
PISNE 5 te 3 


ican now write a few words. lis always written downwards except in 

‘middle form, i.e. when joined to a previous letter; then it is written 

Remember that it is never joined to the following letter, that is, 

its left, Remember also, as was said in the Introduction, that short 

and short final vowels are not normally written. Note the 
in height between alif (tall) and ba-ti-tha (shallow). 


and write (staring at the right, remember): — 
e\o] ab father* P pl ab August 
NN OUI athith furniture eek Gol bab door 
cae Vea. thábit firm, solid 
is no word for a or an in Arabic, so for example «lab means 
father or a father, and «Jl, bab either door or a door. 


‘vowel rule: Short vowels (a, i, u) in the middle or at the end of] 
re not normally written. In a few words final alif is written 
short - 


‘of the English word production; its middle vowel u is pronounced 
strongly than the rest of the word. We say the w is stressed. 


teaching English as a foreign language, the stress is sometimes 
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marked with an accent (prodiiction). We shall use this device in 
transcription in the first five units of this book: you see this in atháth and 
thabit above. 


Exercise 1 Match these words with their sound and their meaning 

given in the list below. The first one is done for you: 

(a) lab father mel oot («pu 
atháth. ab, bab; door, furniture, August. 

Exercise 2 In Exercise 1, mark the álifs which are pronounced long, à. 

Exercise 3 Write the word eol bab door. Why is the first bà written 

differently from the last one? And why isn’t the whole word joined 

up? 

The answers to these exercises follow paragraph 6 below. 


$ OS nin 


We write the sound n with the joined letter nün (n as in English, long à 
like u in English rrurh). This letter has a short form used at the beginning 
or in the middle of a word, and a foll form used at the end of the word, or 
when the letter stands alone. The dot is an integral part of the letter. The 
short form differs from ba (paragraph 3 above) only in the position of the 
dot, while the full form starts just above the line of writing and swoops 
below it and up again. We can call it a ‘deep’ shape. In handwriting, the. 
dot of full-form nün often takes the form of a hook on the curve itself: qj 
Write several examples of nin, first as in print, ie. with a dot on the full 
form; then with a hook on that form as in normal handwriting: «=+ 


de de eei 

DES o E Een 
Now read and write more words with the five letters we know (from the 
right): -e 


\ ol ibn son Cot, coy bint daughter, girl 


UI. anar AN cl nta you 
SMe cos banit daughters -S ol nablt vegetation 


write your words, don't draw or trace them. Don't grip the pen 
and think ahead about what you are writing, so that you 
ipate which form of the coming letters you are going to use. 


‘joined’ letter ya represents: 

7 at the beginning of a word: the consonant y- (like English y in 
year). 

Ab in the middle of a word: either the consonant -y- (see above), or 
the long vowel -i- (like i in English machine), or the vowel- 
combination -ay- (like ay in English day). 

WI at the end of a word: the long vowel - (see above). 

The letter yä is never pronounced like the vowel-sound y in English 

my. 

ike the bä-tä-thä group which we learned earlier, this letter has a 

short form used at the beginning or in the middle of a word, and a 

‘full form at the end if the word, or when the letter stands alone. The short 

form is identical to tà except that its two dots are below; its full form has a 

deep shape and is quite different, swooping below the line and up again. 

‘Write ya several times, first with dots and then in the handwritten form, 

with a dash: we 


+ ot + + 
= Ss z Ss 


More words. Read and write (remember that initial yà must be y-, middle 
Yä can be -y-,-1- or -ay-, while final y is-1) 


Era Cony bayt house om. baytáyn two houses 
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n E 
eo oil nim wo rel Ve ous binayát buildings 
bintáyn nwo daughters/grls 


In their short forms, the letters - $ J ~ are called ‘toothed letters’ - 
the form. is a ‘tooth 
When full-form g is preceded by one or more toothed letters, there are 
special handwritten shapes, which you should always use even if they are 
not present in print: 

tooth + finals: c3 og teeth + final ig: C ye 
Read and write: 


Y al dbi my father 3V« Sky banátimy daughters 
vow Qu 
Qe up Me vátáni Japanese EFA. ge binti my daughter 


V el fbnl my son QA Fat báyti my house 
(Remember to pronounce the stress on the vowel marked with an 
accent: ábi) 


Exercise 4 Match each of the following words with its sound and its 

meaning. The first one is done for you: 

(Gc baythouse — (b) gry ookke Oyl 
bináyát, bínti (bni; buildings, my son, my daughter. 

Exercise S Write all the Arabic words you know which (a) begin with 

Vor Í, or (b) end in (s , or (c) have ġ in them. Expressions with the 

additional meaning my or two do not count. 


The answers to these exercises are given after this paragraph. 


You will recall that... yä at the beginning of the word gives the sound 
y». We also know that initial .. lif represents a short initial vowel. Note 
now that any word beginning with a long vowel or a vowel- 
‘combination in pronunciation must be introduced in writing by álif. 
which itself then has no sound. So initial - or ay- is written ..1 (the álif 


Ld 


silent), Read and write: 
X ol áyna where 


long vowel rule: Any long vowel or vowel-combination 
ing a word must be introduced by álif in writing; the álif 
is then not pronounced. 


rs to Exercises 
1) 1 ab August, (c) SUl athäth furniture; (d oly bab 


2 The words are are cJ] , SÌ and cil. The other álifs are 
pronounced a. 


3 The letter c ~ bá has the long form at the end of the word, 
the short form at the beginning or in the middle. And the word 
' joined up completely because it has to break after | lif which is 
joined to the next letter, i.e. it is a disjoined letter. 
4 (b) Ay binti my daughter (c) Sh ly bináyát buildings 
gral fbni my son. 
5 The total list studied so far (in order of appearance) is 
gkko gel at GI ool gl OUI OI T@) 
col Bub adl oly Os Ul cal gl Cae) 
you got more than 12 out of the whole 18, you did well. If you 


below 9, it would be a good idea to re-read the unit and note 
you missed. 


Write the letters as a word. For example, (a) a g osis Cosy 
dóvlo agogon [TI] 
sloso gelol@ 


Read aloud your handwritten answers to Test 1. For example, (a) is 
m 


UNIT 1 


3 Read aloud. For example, (a) is banat: 
mI 1) 
"I 


4 Write. For example, (a) is (gal : 
(@) ibni (by bintayn 
(d) babayn (e) ayna 


oka 
alo 


(c) binayatt 
(D atháthi 


5 Read the words. What is the sound of each | in each example? 
Explain why. For example, in (a) cy! ibn it is i, because here | stands 


for the short vowel i: 
io 


unit we studied six letters (plus one variant), five of them 
ly common, You learned. 

"hat dlif at the beginning or a word either stands for a short 

‘vowel (a, i, u) or introduces a long vowel i or a vowel- 

‘combination ay, 

that álif mádda always represents long a, 

the important difference between short and long vowels, 

that short vowels (a, i, u) in the middle or at the end of a word 

fare not usually written, though final álif sometimes expresses 

short à, 

the important difference between ‘joined’ and 'disjoined" 

deters, 

"he difference between ‘tall’, ‘shallow’ and ‘deep’ written 

‘shapes, 

all the “toothed! letters, including how to write final yä after a 

tooth and after teeth 

have practised reading and writing joined letters (3,5,89. 8) 

Il and short forms, also taking account of tall, shallow and deep 


have read and written 22 different words out of many more 
ch are now within your grasp. 
re is a lot in this first unit; that is because with any fewer than 
six letters you would get fewer than ten words, and who wants 
I? You have made your first encounter with this writing system 
ch is totally different from that of any European language; don't 
ised or discouraged if it looks tough. Go back and read 
ugh the unit again, and pick up anything that baffled you the 
time. Don't look for immediate perfection. Keep going; things 
get clearer, and you will gain confidence. as we advance. 


In this unit you will learn 

three more letters, also very common, with their pronunciation, 
words which you can read and write, using these letters, 

how to write doubled letters. 

how to express the. 


Letters. 


The letter called läm represents the sound /. Pronounce it light, as in 
English leaf, not dark as in wall. tám looks like a European handwritten 
| written in the opposite direction. làm is a joined* letter; the short and 
full forms are used exactly like those of any other joined letter, e. «9 4 
bá which we already know. However, both forms of Kim are tal, while. 
the full form is also deep*, with a swoop. 


* Look again at Unit 1 for the meaning of these terms, if you are unsure. 
Write this letter several times: short form tall, full form both tall and deep: 
J J J J J J 
9 A M J dJ 4 
You might think that álif and the short form of làm get confused; in 


practice this is not so. lf is disjoined, lim is joined, and there is never 
confusion. Look, for example, at thálith ‘third’ below. Read and write: 


wA SIU andtitn nint Sod Mio me, forme 
GUY se) fubnáni Lebanese c) Lind aig) tubnin Lebanon 
3 QV dd ibit camels 


Thé combination làm + álif has special forms. In print and type, the álif 
is sloped and joins the làm at the latter's middle. In handwriting, we 
break the joint, and may either slope the álif or leave it upright. In both 
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the dlif is written downwards. Look at the following forms: 
handwriting print and type 


yv E 


‘one of the handwritten forms in cach case. 
and write (choose which form you prefer): 
Ce MP eG thaith three n DV el atát roots 
YY nno 
will never see the form ( Ù) in correctly written Arabic, whether in 
ing or print. 
break in the connection of lám-álif in handwriting does not mean 


the lam has suddenly become a disjoined letter; it is merely a 
of handwritten style. 


Sound m (as in English me) is written with the letter called mim. 
Jeter is joined. Is two forms are used exactly as are the two forms 
‘other joined letters. Its short form is shallow, while the full form is 
with a straight downward tail. The ‘bead’ of both forms rests on 
of writing. 

mim is not joined to a preceding letter (i.e. to its right) its bead 
Written clockwise or anticlockwise. Write this letter several times: 
M mip eee D arsi Oe 
^ n = f P 
‘and write (the bead can go either way round): 

cer ent min from qe pul amám in front of 
Joined to a preceding letter, the mim is approached from the 
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top, and written anticlockwise C}. This gives us special combinations 
after certain letters, which may or may not be used in print, but which are 
always used in handwriting. Write the handwritten forms: 


handwriting print and type 
tooth + mim (t Pp alt 
teeth + mim eae? pow 
lám + mim ¢ 4 o alt 
mim + mim E e aie 
Now read and write: 
gpl tamim perfect Qd — Ji namt ants 


A GEL. amán German (Eel. ntum you 
Exercise 1 Match these words with their sound and their meaning 
given in the list below. The first one is done for you: 
(a) Ul almáni German OE ONE Mow 
Ahálith.theláth. tamám; perfect, third, three. 
Exercise 2 Complete the word with the right form of lám-álif: 
»-€) had) eh 
Exercise 3 The consul has got the nationalities mixed. ‘Sort them out: 
ve Quo I mu 
Japanese, Lebanese, Libyan, German; almant, fibi, yabánt, lubnáni 
(One of these words is new, but you can handle it.) 


The answers to these exercises follow paragraph 5 below. 


MN 


The letter called wow is deep and disjoined (you know what that means 
now). It has only one form. with a half-swoop downwards and along 
only, not up. Write it several times, starting with the ring written 


Q and resting on the line of writing: 


t] 


eee 


Wow represents the following sounds: 

the beginning of a word: the consonant w- (like w in English 
0. 

the middle of a word: either the consonant -w- (see above), or 
‘the long vowel -ü- (like w in English truth), or the vowel- 
Combinations -ou- (as in English soul*) or -ow- (as in English 


letter wow is never pronounced like u in English union. 

The pronounciation ou is not officially correct; the vowel- 
ination should sound ow. But in certain words even educated 

Tead it aloud as ou except in very formal circumstances. We 

show it as it sounds in ordinary reading aloud. 

back to Unit 1, paragraph 6, the description of y, very similar to 

given above for wow. Both letters are used to represent a 

t, or a long vowel, or a vowel-combination, in corresponding 

s. 

‘and write (remember that initial wow must be w-, middle wow can 

0+ sou- or -ow-, and final wow is <ù- or, less often, -ow-) 

Ti eU thinawi secondary 93 Waand 


(Xon youm day 0-a) loun colour 
22) 9h sds váliya July Ael) sin vániya June 


9524. agit mamniin grateful «Ze ye cops buyit houses 
tle. gle máya May paf doi tami financing 


back in Unit 1. paragraph 6, we recorded the fact that any word 
ing with a long vowel or a vowel-combination in pronunciation 
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must be introduced in writing by álif, which itself then has no sound. 
This applies to the sounds ü- ou- and ow- beginning a word: all these 
‘sounds in this situation are written ... jl (the alif being silent). 
Read and write: 

"T 


4 Doubled Letters 

When we have two identical letters separated by a vowel (long or short), 
then we write both letters: in the word. gy3? grateful (shown above) we 
have two examples: (m + short vowel +m) and (n + long vowel + n). 
Whether the vowel is short and unwritten or long and written makes no 
difference; there is a vowel, and the two identical letters are shown. 

But when we have a doubled letter, i.e. two identical letters with no 
intervening vowel, we write only one letter. Read and write: 


(DA Je mumáththit representative Js. Jal dwwal first 


Doubled Letter Rule. Letters which are sounded double (i.e. with no | 
intervening vowel) are written single. 


Although we write the doubled letter single, it is most important to 
pronounce it doubled, ic. hold it for longer than normal. Imagine saying 
butter as but-ter. The two words shown above then sound as if they 
were transcribed w-wal and muméth-thil. This is the correct 
pronunciation. 

Think of the double -nn- in innumerable. If you know Italian, you have 
no problem; think of the double -t- in citt. 


‘There is a way of showing doubled letters in script. It is the sign called 


This sign, which is not a letter of the alphabet, can be written above any 
letter to show that it is doubled. I say ‘can be’ as it is often left out; but 
since shádda is so useful we shall use it for the rest of this book. You 
should always write it where appropriate. 


write, distinguishing single letters from doubled: 
U iamma when toh liman whose 
Ee mumatnuitrepresentaive... Yoo Jta mith like 
bo init tts QE Us tan nin 

4 Put shadda wherever appropriate, and pronounce the 
‘The first one is done: 


axo Jlo ego mumáththil J£ (a) 
meaning of each word. The first is representative. 


to this exercise follow paragraph 5 below. 


Article- The 
word the is called the definite article, or more simply the 
We use it before a noun (i.e. a word denoting a person, place, 
dea). In Arabic, it takes the form ..I al-, which is always 
to the word which it ‘defines’, ie. makes definite. We show it 
: you should pronounce the whole thing as one word 
write: 


Capel Col al-bayt the house 


eb). DLJI albanát the daughters 


is used in Arabic more often than is rhe in English; it is 
common with geographical terms, and with words used in a 
jor universal meaning. 

write these examples 


LS. SUL. al-yabán (‘the’) Japan 


Ae 49V. cul abmowt (‘the’) death G. 


in general) 


‘normal pronunciation. But when the defined word begins with a 
iced with the tip or near-tip of the tongue, the I merges 
technical term is ‘assimilates to’) that sound, producing a 
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doubled sound. The spelling stays the same. Look carefully first at the 
spelling and pronunciation of the following expressions, then read and 
write them. We show the doubled letter with shádda: 


v GJENI at-tall (not at...) the hill 
QS Jy. ats e te 
QA Je ann e Nite 
AR JI ams rhe t one 
cua. "aUl aloun rhe colour 
y LAN. LI alubnáni rhe Lebanese (person) 


There are fourteen letters which have this effect on the I of the article. So. 
far we have learned four of them: c». c, ¢ and J . The fourteen letters 
concerned are called by the Arabs ‘sun letters’. We shall point out the 
remaining ten sun letters as we meet them. The important thing to 
remember is that in such words we pronounce as double the first letter 


* Two letters I written together, even though there is no inte 
vowel. This is an exception to the rule about doubled letters. 

You will also have noticed that the article ...J] never affects the stress 
the word, and never takes the stress itself. 


One final note: the. of g Ul German is not the article: it is part of 
word itself. We leam in Unit 3 how to add the article to a word like this. 


Exercise § Make each word definite with the article. Write yo 
answer, then match it with the transcription and the meaning. The 
one is done: 

(2) agg > Cag alcbayt the house (b) JE Ose OW 
an-nabát, at-tamwil, al-mumáththil; (the) financing, 

the representative, the vegetation. 


6 In your answers to Exercise 5, underline the articles whose 
to a sun letter at the beginning of the defined word. 


7 Why are lc». (s, and y so-called ‘moon’ letters, ie not 
? (Pronounce them, and you will see - or rather, fel - why.) 


to these exercises are immediately below. 


to Exercises 
1 0) el tamám perfect (c) JU shétith third 
^baláth three os 
2@EW HE | d 
3 (9) (gl almant German (b) qr ul vübáni Japanese 

lid Iubnáni Lebanese (©) gre) fibi Libyan. 

4 (a) J4£ mumáththil representative (b) Jesi tamwit 
t. (C) dl áwwal first, (a) j£ mamnán grateful 

S (b) Jal al-mumáththil che representative OA Pe] 
il (the) financing (d) coll an-nabát the vegetation. 
sodal MOLL 


7 Because they are not pronounced with the tip or near-tip 
tongue. 


the letters as a word. For example, a) J (s à Jlis uid! 
Yast Jgsodo “Sys diay 
2306) galedia 


aloud your handwritten answers to Test 1. For example, (a) is 


aloud. For example, (a) is lubnáni: 
yalo Jlo 


"em mm 
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4^ Write. For example, (a) is gel: 
(a) al-fibi (b)mumaththiláyn (c) at-tamwít 
GDamallyn — (ow (f al-yabánt 
(* Le. two, the Blue and the White. They meet at Khartoum.) 


5 In the following list, the words GI\OLJI\ 31 form a group as. 
they all denote family relationships. Assemble the other logical 
groups, and say why their words belong together: 

«dil cl pell i e oll LIL! «quu id 
PEE I TM TW NEN VR 
x. 


Review 

In this Unit we studied three common letters and one special sign 
called shádda. You learned also 

how to read and write the special forms of läm-álif, 

Wb bow to join the letter mim, 

© how to write doubled letters, 

how to express the article rhe, and how to pronounce it, 

‘You have had more practice with tall, shallow and deep shapes 


Hopefully you have also become a little more fluent in reading and 
writing, and you probably now find writing ‘the other way round’ 


less strange, 


you will leam 


important non-alphabetical sign, 
about the article the, 
‘more letters, plus one variant, with their pronunciation, 


to someone say emphatically: ‘absolutely awful’. You will 
of the breath before each of the a's. We could represent i 
* "absolutely "awful. 
a glottal stop’, the glottis being that part of the throat 
or releases breath when we speak. The stop is written in 
‘a non-alphabetical sign called hámza: 


[> sme 


joined to anything. Write it several times: 


E 5 s s E 


enough, but it is used in many ways. You will see it in 
guises: 

or below ait; Í 1, 

wow, or yà without its dots: 5 3 tg, 

‘alone, on or near the line of writing: « 


have been written about the correct writing of hámza. 
it is sufficient if we leam to pronounce the glottal stop 
‘see the sign +. We transcribe it with an apostrophe: ” 


‘words apparently beginning with a vowel, such as ab, in 
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fact begin with a glottal stop. The writing often marks it with hámza, but 
itis equally often ignored. 
For clarity, from now on in this book we shall show initial hámza on the 
‘Arabic of all words which have it, thus: el . We shall continue to 
transcribe without the apostrophe. 
You should continue to write without initial hámza; that is always 
acceptable. 
In the middle or at the end of a word, however, the hámza is always 
writen, and you should write it, too. 
One last point: T álif mádda is deemed to have an ‘in-built’ hámza, sol 
While the stop is pronounced, no ‘further’ hámza is written. 
Read and write: 


aM Ve ambit news (tems) ooo Mfg niu news item 
fe ib n'im asleep OVI gM “alan now 
JESUS tanábbu’ forecast ge QUA uni double 


Definite Article (continued) 
2 InUnit2 we learned the article JI: ael, Jal . 


When we attach the article to a word beginning with hámza, the hái 
has to be written (unless we have álif mádda, in which the hámza is 
already present). We can leave out the hámza at the beginning of 
‘word, but not once an article is added, since the hámza is now in 
middle of the word, The article itself has no hámza. 


Read and write: 
SV AI. alab the father m 
UIN. alibit she camels ol. ht 
SVEN. LAT aleanbit the news items. MA all 


SYDVOV ab-atit the toot XN 
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Words begin with vowels which are deemed to have no stop, ie. 
Read and write the two already known to us: 


"P 


B. it te se sin 3i 
M ext) at-itnnayn the eo ett) ctl wo 


of one letter 
few important words consist of one letter. Read and write: 


J Mito, for egip biwith, by, in J3 Waand 
that one-letter words are written as part of the next word, e.g. 
4 Eoi 

VAOU libanót for giris Cly Ufy waana and1 
transcribe with a hyphen for clarity. The article .... itself does 
with a hámza but with a so-called ‘weak’ vowel, that is, a 


is dropped when another vowel precedes it. This happens 
jone-letter word is added to the article. 


write: 
eM V OLLI bi--yaban (not bi-al-) in Japan 


deb. Jel, wa-n-nil and the Nile 


word J (see above) is added to the article, the álif of the 
dropped in writing too: 


scaled US. ibant rofor (she) girls 
Ecke Jue tuni for (rhe) financing 


however, write more than two consecutive identical letters, 
the expression seems to demand more. Read and write 
" 


QU. quU. tis-tubnint for the Lebanese (man) 
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Exercise 1 Write these words with the definite article, and pronounce 


dio dia io Wo gui 
Fit the meanings to your answers: the first, the news, the camels, thel 
German, the father. 
Exercise 2 Add J to your answers to Exercise 1 in writing. Give 
meaning. Then fit the pronunciation to your answers: 

1--"anbá* iab, I--"almáni, Ii--^$vywal, lili 


The answers to these exercises follow paragraph 6 below. 


Letters. 
4 


oja aje | [5 


By far the most complicated letter in this alphabet, hä represents 
sound h (as in English he). The h is sounded wherever you see the ke 
even at the end of a word, unlike English. hā is a joined letter, shall 
except in one case, with several possible forms: 

> at the beginning of a word or after a disjoined letter, 

MI juge or op in the middle of a word after a joined letter, 

m a or *a at the end of a word after a joined letter, 

+ atthe end of a word after a disjoined letter, or when st 

alone. 

* The middle form ^4. is little used in handwriting, and the final 

A is not used in print or typing. 
Let us take this letter in stages. Everything rests on the line of 
except for the downward tick of y- . Write first several initial letters 


2 2 2 2 
D D. m > 
Now the handwritten middle form: 
T T T d 


(Con bum sey 
Ve lg nihó’i finat 
SLEI ost intibáh caution 


eal ihtimám arrenzion 3 
Aa tanbih warning 


With 4T it gives the combination 
[äre frequently left off; in print, never 
Of this letter itself contains a eter () which we ha 
No panic. We shall learn it properly the next time it ox. 
write, comparing the "masc, 
"words known to you: 


We not yet 
curs, 


‘line’ Cm.") and ‘feminine’ («7 
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grateful: asf (m., of a man or boy) 

Aj mamniina (f., of a woman or girl) 
important: Úle hémma(t) pe m 
third: QU thálitha (f) eJU qm) 
Japanese: TUL vibra © elk oo) 
German: TUF amániya €) Qu 
Lebanese: Aa lubnaniya (£) MONI 


‘The ending -iya carries the stress of the word, as shown. 


Exercise 3 Match these words with their sound and their 
given in the list below. The first one is done for you: 
(a) gl thuna double — (b Olm) Ophaal 
mamnúna, ihtimám, libiya; attention, grateful, Libyan. 
Exercise 4 Complete the word with the right handwritten form of hä: 
"CE MEL NL] glia 

Read your answers aloud. 
Exercise 5 Feminine (f. or masculine (m. 

Sue pba QAO uo Vui 
Read each word aloud. 
The answers to these exercises follow paragraph 6 below. 


vh shin 


The letters called sin and shin represent the sounds s (as in English 
and sh (as in English she) respectively. These are joined letters; the 
and full forms are used like the short and full forms of q» . Short-form: 
and shin are shallow and rest on the line of writing. The full form 
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. The two letters differ only in the dots, which are always 

as shown. 

appearances, these are not toothed letters (Unit 1, paragraph 6). 
ing, we usually ‘iron out" the indentations of these letters 

‘curve, thus: ib 

examples of each letter, first with indentations and printed 

with a curve and the dots run together into a circumflex (see 

paragraph 3): 


Yt 


AL. sana year 
p gl ism name 
alvasis the basis cy Vo gobu] asis basis 
shy rea FGA tg shay’ thing 
ashrshams the sun gy geet shams sun 
shimán northern c) Ue JUs shima north 
Mia. sural question Ja $. 452^. mas'ál responsible 
L oc eed. ta'sis foundation (the action) 
JAN. peeled atas the foundation 


Lg Me AD ibis closes 
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[Exercise 6 Read aloud the following signs and announcements: 


w 


Answers to Exercises 

Exercise 1 (a) uU I al-almáni she German 

(c) « LII al'anbá rhe news 
( JY al-'ab the father (©) dM latáwwal ihe first 


Exercise 2 @ gu li-L'almáni for the German 

(b) SOW Wil for the camels (c) + LSU anda’ for rhe news 
(D QWi-ab for the father (e) JW li-tawwal for the first 
Exercise 3 (b) mamniina grateful (c) libiya Libyan 

(d) ihtimám attention 

Exercise 4(a) Ue ni (b) pP hüwa c) ol) intiban 
@ T hàmm (c) s? hiya 

Exercise 5 (a) alma 
(©) lubnaniya f. 
Exercise 6 (a) bayt bi-"atháth House with Furniture 

(b) intibáh! CAUTION! (©) malábis li-I-banát Clothes for Girl 
(d) tamáhhal SLOW DOWN 


m. (b) mamnána f. (c) híya f. (d) hàmm m. 


Tests 
1. Write the letters as a word. For example, (a) yw p is uae: 
Joop do pæ ldo ETO] 


gloso  -leol@ 
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Read aloud your handwritten answers to Test 1. For example, (a) is 
shams. 


Read aloud. For example, (a) is al-ibtimám: 
zato EI (b) alw 
aIL c) JA c 


Put into the masculine form. For example, (a) is yf 
petal) ERU] 
wWe Ej 


Pronounce your answers to Test 4. For example, (a) is mamnún. 


In the last three units you have read and written all the following 
‘words. Fill in the missing letter in each one, in the right form. The 


first is 5, making ilis) 


o ee PRI 
v © ET @ 


If you have difficulty, you will find word (a) in paragraph 5 above, 
(b) in paragraph 4 above, (c) in paragraph 6 above (without its 
article), and (d) and (e) in Unit 2, paragraph 3. 


this unit we studied three common letters, one variant, and the 
sign called hámza. We also finished the article al- and its 
; you can now make definite any noun you know. 


this unit you also learned about feminine words and one-letter 

‘Your vocabulary now begins to expand spontaneously. 

Ily, you have read four signs with authentic Arabic wording, 
your knowledge under 'field' conditions 


In this unit you will learn. 

Œ six more letters, all of them sun letters, 

Œ about ‘dark’ sounds, 

WI how to make common ‘relative’ words. 
Letters 
z pr 


j ay 


The letters called rá and zayy represent respectively r (which is always 
rolled, wherever it occurs) and z as in English zoo. These are sun letters, 
and are disjoined. The only difference in their appearance is the dot on 
zayy. 

They are deep letters, written just like y wow, but without the ring, i.e. 
they start just above or at the line of writing, and make a half-swoop 
down and a little leftwards, but not up again. Write several 


deam eara 

dede 
‘These letters are joined to the previous letter in the normal way, except. 
that, in handwriting, when they follow a tooth which is itself preceded 
by a letter, they have a special connection. Write the handwritten forms 
for rá (zayy is exactly the same, with a dot), paying special attention to 
the connection: 


iced TM 
iret Een 
TAE EN 


st tooth er Pru 


vowel a and the long vowel 4, when next to rà, 
‘darkened’ in sound, 


opus marie traffic 
Fe Ta márra a time 
fra lira Al) Mtr titre 
ar-riyát Shy. Juriyát riat, riyat 
wernt um, arf chairman 
25V) skj ziyára visit 
Shae month bal.. ab! tebe Iran 
sayyára car 
‘chief, president, head (person) 


called dal and dhál, represent respectively d as in 
hard rh as in English chat. Don't confuse this last sound 
the soft rh of sha (think) for which see Unit 1, paragraph 3 


are both sun letters, and are disjoined. The only difference in their 


az-ziyára 


PE 


wizárą ministry 
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are always joined at the 'elbow'; j y are deep, and always joined at the. 
head. Write several examples of dll and dhal: 


Read and write: 
PQ ila! abvidira 2,21. Lo] tira administration 
14 VAY ial all. ad-dirísa y> als dirása study 
OZN ill ad-ditira aJ o. ils d'ira directorate 
pron ge mudir director Gra uj mádrasa school 
SAWN SAM! atvustign S US atu ustádh professor 
IN laa] alibtidá’ SNAN slax iti” beginning 
KAM Rino sayyida lady; Mrs pa“. Xe sayyid gentleman; Mr 


Exercise 1 Whose are these office doors? Read out their tiles in 

Arabic and English: 

peso [JO fo w 
zal aA 


The answers to this exercise follow paragraph 4 below. 


$ -2 sid 
pees 
v dad 


Dark sounds 
These two letters represent ‘dark’ sounds. 


of the familiar sound s, represented by jj» sin (Unit 3). In 
it, the tongue is high, following the curve of the palate. 
ay s again, but this time dropping your tongue as low as possible, 
j cavity at the bottom of the mouth. The s which you pronounce 
manner is ‘dark’. It is g, which is the sound of the letter $d, 
jd is a d said with low tongue, forming a cavity. It is the dark 
of the more familiar d of » dl (paragraph 2 above). 
Australian writer once said his countrymen enjoy ‘sin in the 
Think of the two s's in this phrase, and the idea of light and dark 
seems less strange 
for the sounds. As to the shapes, sd and dád are both written 
except for the dot. They are joined, sun letters. The short form 
Testing on the line. Also, immediately after the loop it has a 
‘tooth, which is never left out. The full form is deep, with a 
Write sever 


AP on tO sel 
I gt A. oo 
of the tooth of short-form Sádídád, there are special 


ions in handwriting for sk + m and sd + r. Write the 
tions (with s; those with d are identical in outline): 


tion, these letters ‘darken’ any adjacent a or 4 justas rà 
(Paragraph 1 above). In the list below, dark a and d are identified 
a dot. Read and write: 

SA all assowt hyat po sowt vice 
Kol bls bus.) ply. dos wusi arrival 
Ise ar daria necessity pas paa misr Egypt 
dpal oll idrab sirike QA ue maid sick (m) 
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Relatives 
4 You will have noticed a connection between such words as UJ 
Lebanon and (£V) Lebanese. 


The first word of the pair is a noun, ie. a word denoting a person, place, 
thing or idea (in this case, a place). The second word is either another 
noun or an adjective, ie. a word describing a noun. We call this kind of 
word a ‘relative’. In English we have many ways of making relatives, 
but Arabic uses mostly one device, i. adding gy. to the base noun. 
There are two simple rules for adding the relative ending (e..: 
E the base noun must be in its indefinite form, 
the ending can be added only to a consonant, so we must remove 
any final vowel (usually a final | álif or a 3 tà marbáta) from the 
base noun. 


Applying the first rule, we can derive the relative lil, Japanese from 


OLLI Japan, taking care first to remove the atic from the base noun, 
to make it indefinite 


Applying the second rule, we can make 3,422 necessity (see the list 
immediately above) into the relative ($5 2 darüri necessary; and 
similarly with countless other nouns ending in a vowel which we remove 
before adding the relative ending. 


Read and write these nouns, most of which you know, and their 
relatives: 


W uy (SUN al-'aimániya Germany 

j Le hed fibiya Libya 
Qua. ghd 
eu aul 

súri f Luge sáriya Syria 
| Iranian eV ola 
950 hare 
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eue gale basic g^— oti 
Cth uo main, principal. (p) gesis 
DTE academie — net. y2. days 
Wet rmm Epp -phe pan 
BA lacy primary initial... lal 
relatives aro in their masculine form, and indefinite We know from 


in this book that we can make such words definite (gi U1), or 
(GUL), or definite feminine G YLIN. 


is probably the only word of more than one letter in the Arabic 
that reads the same backwards as forwards. Try it 


2 Make the masculine relative from each of these nouns. 
your answers: 


Blix) aul alo pawo ghia 
3 Make these relatives definite feminine: 


D AO Gam graw 
'isrá ili in the masculine. Guess its meaning. 


4 Transcribe these words, marking with a dot the dark a's 
a's, Why are they dark? 


De) gelu) Llao — Qm Yay) 
answers to these exercises are immediately below. 


to Exercises 

1 (a) al-mudir Director. (b) ar-ra'ts Chairman 
'al-mumáththil Representative (d) al-'ustádh Professor 

ise 2 (0) gebl basic ^ (0) gyan Egyptian 

gol] administrative. D pUl primary, initial 
oli ministerial 
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Exercise 3 (a) iy pall (b) jp (c) zoll 0 


Exercise 4 (a) dardra, two a's next to r, one next to d (b) marid, a 
next to r (c) dirsa, first a next to r (d) al-bás,á next to s (c) none 


Tests 
1 Write, paying attention to special connections: 

ro nS Apes (a) 

gto nn 


2 Read aloud your handwritten answers to Test 1. 


3. Read aloud: 


Lago ae 0) 
GUN © 


4 Give the base word from which the relative is derived. Translate the 
base word and the relative: 


volle bio PERI 
RADI e) ET 


5 Pronounce your answers to Test 4. For example, (a) is ass. 


6 Fill in the missing letter in each word: 
aede (c) DII p rm 
PI perm 


this unit we studied six more letters, including the last four 

d ones and a pair with ‘dark’ sounds. You also learned how 

3 big step forward, as there are hundreds 

[of such derived words. You can say that you have added about 10% 
fto your vocabulary at one stroke. 

[Keep writing. Perhaps your main objective in following this book is 

[to learn how to read; but it is writing which will fix things in your 


[We have done most of the alphabetical section of this book. There 
ten letters to go, all of them in groups or pairs like most of the 
|others: and three more ‘ 


'ou will have noticed that, because some letters have alternative 
forms or special connections, you have to think ahead as you write. 
[That gets casier when you begin to see the whole word in your mind; 


[and that comes with practice. 


In this unit you will leam 

seven more letters, with their pronunciation, 

m when and how to join these letters, 

m words which you can read and write using the seven letters, 
Wi more about stress, 


Letters 
1 


tz 
pe ba 


C> ma 


A family of joined letters, each with a short and full form used exactly 
like those of c2. The only difference between these three is the dot. 


g Jim sounds like j in English jam in most Arab countries. In Egypt it 
sounds like hard g in English go. We use the sound j in this book. 


LÀ is a heavy h; it is the sound made when we breathe on glass to 
lean it. To an Arab it sounds quite distinct from » hā, which we learned. 
in Unit 3, Try to make the distinction yourself. 


E khá represents the sound of ch in Scottish loch or Welsh bach. 


‘The short forms are shallow, resting on the line of writing. The full forms 
are deep, with a reverse half-swoop (C. , the head still resting on the line. 


Read and write a line of each letter, starting at its top left-hand corner: 


t€ = € = € = 
& wa E -- & E 
t > c rs t > 
Zo qoe — 
t > E B t E 
& E. È - e E2 
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jørā next to E is often (not always) pronounced dark. Imitate what 
hear. Don't be confused by the transcription of ¢ hå; itis nor a dark 
Et. We transcribe it in this manner merely to distinguish it from » hä. 
and write a few new words: 

Segr hmüMioshemn cng vie Jani south 
2 dyes dukhál entry* [2E erir 
‘action. The place is mákhraj or mádkhal, sce below. 
‘one of these letters is joined to a previous joined letter in print, 
Connection is often at the right-hand comer of the etc; in 

we make the connection at the beginning of the outline, 
the left-hand corner. Compare print with handwriting below (for ¢ 
the others go the same way); practise the handwritten forms: 


handwriting print 
+ Et e tle 
y E ee 

a wg 4 


£e c 
Eo Fem 


‘on, with other preceding joined letters) 
write: 


H&L dájna committee. PACA ibtijaj objection 
eel Ainabi foreign BU gud inti production 
Soe mádkhal entrance. č he TA mákhraj exit 
intikháb election... pla) LS) akhbár news 
QI m gel hiss private, special, particular 
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‘The letters called tà and zà are joined letters, yet they have only one 
form each. It is tall, and always rests on the line. Despite the similarity 
with 2 (Unit 4, paragraph 3), the loop of these letters has no tooth-like 
projection after it, as does (e. Write a line of these letters, first the loop, 
then the upright: 


b b b b P b 
b Jat i omens desc 
These are sun letters with dark sounds. Just as „ø is the dark equivalent 
(tongue low, with cavity) of y . so Je is the dark equivalent of c», and 
bis the dark equivalent of j . We transcribe Jp with t, and J with z. As 


you might guess, any neighbouring a or à is darkened. In the list given 
below, we dot these two vowels for clarity. Read and write: 


p Nee. jes matér airport -e SU. o. t'ira aeroplane 


Ayes witant national grip. co wétan nation 


OX TS hat tne ^y P7. ibà shite police 
weg! LIU] itáliya aly V Une LU, boritániya Britain 


per... ja khátar danger khtir dangerous 


e poles tanzim organisation (the activity) 
RA iais munézzama organisation (the body) 


Exercise 1 Read the following signs 


ZEI 
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2 Fill in the missing letter: 
hase) m qi 0 gU.) 

3 List at least twelve nouns beginning with a sun letter, and 
‘twelve nouns beginning with another (i.e. a ‘moon’) letter. 


‘them all definite with the article. Read your answers aloud, and 
them. 


4 Write, in the masculine singular, all the words you can 
denoting a nationality. Now write all the words you can 


denoting a profession or function. Read everything aloud 
translate. 


answers to Exercises 1 and 2 follow paragraph 4. 


E&M E sayn 


'comes probably the most difficult sound in the Arabic language. It 
Sound of the letter Sayn, which we transcribe with 9, since no 
în our alphabet comes anywhere near its sound. Say to yourself the 
Maggie. Keep repeating it, but as you do so, ty to stop making 
in your throat for the -gg- in the middle, i.e. let the middle 
become more and more vague until it feels no more than a 
You are probably saying something like yaa m49i with me. Now 
Again, but get to the target sound faster. Say it again and again until 
hit it first time, without Maggie's help. The correct sound is a 
ike the name Marie as pronounced in French, but without the 
of the French r. 


‘Sound of the other letter, which we transcribe as gh, is the ‘hard’ 

Of kh, for which see paragraph 1 above. It sounds somewhat 
French r of Marie, but shorter. 
arc joined letters. The two short forms rest on the line, and the 


Torms have a reverse alf-swoop like g . The different forms are 
follows: 
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WI sand LE are written at the beginning of a word, or in the middle of 
a word after a disjoined lener, 
and 4 are writen in the middle of a word after a joined letter, 
WI g and care written at the end of a word after a joined lever, 
WI ond are written at the end of a word after a disjoined letter, or 
When standing alone. 
Or we can put it far more simply: the ‘solid’ forms stand after a joined 
letter, and the ‘open’ forms stand everywhere else. 
Write several of each: 


Meee t r9. 
aeaghiws 
mom bb bb 
Pear hint 
we ebbe. 

"SNR 


Read and write: 
gu poe sdrprice AS. te Samm general, publie 
(ten mát9am restauranys in? Lelio sinåða industry 
dede musállim teacher. e v usb week 
ELE shiri seet guit place! imis meeting 
Pf eet thárbi western FE gharb west 
quie ahah ey. pe pla máblagh siom 
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‘we have marked the stress (see Unit 1, paragraph 4) with an 


Arabic stress is almost entirely regular, and we can learn and 
rules: 


Pheavy' syllable is one with either 
3 long vowel (4, i, ) or a vowel-combination (ay, ou, ow) 
followed by a consonant (b. j, d etc.) bināyát, marid, usbú9, 
— bintáyn, 
f 9r a short vowel (a, i, u) followed by two consonants* or a 
doubled consonant: máblagh, mumáthihil, 
~ Remember that consonants transcribed with underlining (th, 
Zh ctc) are single consonants in Arabic. 
dM there is no heavy syllable, the first syllable is stressed: ána. 


a vowel: its final syllable counts as heavy, 
stressed. The relative of this word has the same 


6 Mark the stress with an accent on these transcribed words 
which we have not yet studied: 


lin (b mabafia (c)intikhabat (d) tarbiya 
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Exercise 7 Complete the word with the right form of ¢ or : 

pec em xo od. alo 
Exercise 8 Write in Arabic (putting any relatives or other adjectives in 
the m. form), and pronounce your answers, taking care with the stress: 
(a) the meeting (b) daily (c) monthly (d) arrival (e) south 
(D rhe week (g) electoral (b) the school () Italian (k) administrative 
Exercise 9 Reading. Covering everything but the printed Arabic, read 
again, column by column, the ‘Read and write’ paragraphs of this unit 
The answers to Exercises 5 to 8 are immediately below. 


Answers to Exercises 
Exercise 1 (a) ibil CAMELS* (b) bas BUS (c) khátar DANGER 
Exercise 2 (a) plz] (b) gos (o) Ha! (d) las (e) sala 
Exercise 5 (a) shurta (b) makhraj (c) madkhal (d) shimal 
Exercise 6 (a) mashghüfin (b) mabátta (c) intikhábát (d) tarbiya 
Exercise 7 (ap laze! (5) pate (c) talaa (d) dla (6) ple 
Exercise 8 (a) ¢ Go Vl al-ijtimáo. (b) ga st yóumi 
(Cgueishábri — (drm wusül (e) ye janüb. 
(Dg e al usbi9 (p) nil intikhábi d) £a yall al-mádrasa. 
[ML O) qg lol idárr 


* This picturesque desert-road warning should be taken seriou 
especially if visibility is poor. In a collision, most animals fall under. 
car. But the camel is hit below his knees, with possibly appalli 
consequences for both man and beast. The stricken and struggli 
animal, his already considerable weight increased by the impact, 
crashing through the car roof. 

The camel deserves respect. He is silent and can be swift. And the 
is his. 


Read aloud and translate these words: 
Mo User) «quio 
exe Jw 


Arrange these in the order of their size, biggest first: 


too ao plow 
Mam 


Make a relative, in the indefinite masculine form, from each noun. 
Give its meaning: 


te © ello) iala 
ie Unlo) 
Write: 
(a) at-ta'sis (b) an-niha"r (c) mas'üla. 


(d)al-makhraj ^ — (c)ad«dukhül 


this unit we covered seven more joined letters, two of them sun 
with dark sounds; and many useful new words. You also 
how to stress correctly any word in the language. 


next unit gives us the remaining three letters and three 
curiosities’, rounding off the alphabetical part of this book. 


